
IAF AWARDS

IAF Bureau Industry Relations 
Committee

IAF World Space Award
IAF Excellence in International 

Cooperation Award
IAF Hall of Fame

IAF Distinguished 
Service Award

Frank J. Malina Astronautics 
Medal

Luigi G. Napolitano 
Award

IAF Student Competition
IAF Excellence in 3G 

Diversity Award
IAF Excellence in Industry Award

Criteria

A person (Category A) AND/OR a team 
(Category B) who has made an exceptional 
impact to the progress of the world space 

activities through their outstanding 
contribution in space science, space 

technology, space medicine, space law, or 
space management.

Outstanding contributions by an individual 
in advancing international cooperation 

including in, but not limited to, the fields of 
space science, space technology, space 
medicine, space law and space policy.

Outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of astronautics in 

a specific field (science, 
technology, management, 
applications …) within the 

framework of the IAF activities 
or lifetime achievements.

Reward active volunteers for 
their contributions to the 

progress of astronautics and the 
Federation. 

An educator that has taken the fullest 
advantage of the resources available to 

him/her to promote of the study of 
astronautics and related space sciences.

Significant contribution to the 
advancement of the aerospace 

science.
Paper selected for the next 
International Astronautical 

Congress on this contribution.

All students presenting papers in 
the sessions E2.1 and E2.2 will 

compete in the student 
competition; students 

presenting in session E2.3 
compete for the Hans von 

Muldau Team Award.

Intended to recognize IAF member 
organizations (industry, 

government, academia) (Category 
A) AND/OR individual 

teams/projects (Category B) within 
IAF member organizations 
worldwide for outstanding 

contributions to the fostering of 
“3G” (Geography, Generation, 

Gender) Diversity within the space 
sector. This Award is intended as an 
annual award presented at the IAC, 
but is given only when nominations 
of exceptional merit are received.

The awardee should be an Industry 
organization recognized across global space 

community for
outstanding and sustainable advancements in 

commercial and civil space, showing the 
following

merits:
- Industry organization is distinguished as the 
leader in developing and executing landmark

commercial and civil space missions;
- Organization is industry role model for 

collaboration and cooperation in the global 
space

industry workforce;
- Senior leadership and organization’s 

workforce exemplify commitment to diversity;

Sub-Committee None None Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Sub-Committee 
Chair

None None

Anthony Tsougranis (IAF VP for 
Honours and Awards and Chair 
of the IAF Honours and Awards 

Committee)

Maria Antonietta Perino (IAF 
DSA Subcommittee Chair)

J.R. Edwards (SEOC Vice-Chair) J.R. Edwards (SEOC Vice-Chair)
Marco Schmidt (SEOC Vice-

Chair)

Deganit Paikowsky (IAF VP for 
Diversity Initiatives and Science & 

Academic Relations)
Robie Samanta Roy

Call for Nominations 
opening

First week of November First week of November First week of November First week of June First week of December First week of June Mid-November First week of December Beginning / Mid of December

Call for Nominations 
closing

Mid-February Mid-February Mid-February Last week of August Mid-February Enf of August End of February Mid-February Mid- February

Award Delivery 
Event

IAC - Opening Ceremony IAC - VIP Luncheon IAC - Closing Ceremony IAF Spring Meetings IAC - Closing Ceremony IAC - Closing Ceremony IAC - Closing Ceremony IAC - IDEA Diversity Luncheon IAC - Industry Luncheon

Nomination Package

 → Category of nomination (Specify Category 
A or B)

 → A short citation of the exceptional merits 
(5 lines maximum)

 → A justification specifying the impact of the 
merits to the progress of space activities on a 

global scale (no more than 2 pages)
 → A biography of the nominee including, i.e. 
the nominee’s profile, career achievements 
and history, education, list of publications, 

etc. (Category A)
 → Detailed description of the achievement 
which the team accomplished (Category B)

 → At least 3 letters of support by 
international personalities

 → A justification detailing the exceptional 
effort and impact of the nominee on 

international cooperation in space activities 
(<2 pages)

 → A biography of the nominee including, 
i.e., the person’s profile, career 

achievements and history, education, list of 
publications, etc.

 → at least 3 letters of support clearly 
addressing the contributions of the nominee 

in fostering, advancing and enhancing 
international cooperation. At least two of 

the support letters should be issued by 
colleagues from a different country as the 

nominee.

 → A citation of the merits 
honoured (one sentence)

 → A biography of the nominee, 
including the person’s profile, 

career achievements and 
history, education, list of 

publications, etc.
 → At least 2 letters of support 

by notable personalities, 
addressing the significant 

contributions of the nominee to 
the advancement of 

astronautics.

 → A citation of the contribution 
to the IAF (one sentence)

 → A summary description of 
the nominee’s role in support of 

the IAF activities;
 → A letter of support from the 
nominee’s committee chairman 

or line manager.

 → 1 nomination letter;
 → The candidate’s credentials, including 

educational background, work history, 
awards and honours, and published 

works;
 → At least 3 letters of recommendation, 

two professional and one personal; letters 
from students are encouraged;

 → The nomination package should be 
forwarded under cover of a letter from an 
IAF member organisation, signed by the 
responsible official of that organisation, 
and listing the point of contact for any 

questions.

 → Full text of the paper to be 
presented at the IAC.
 → Curriculum vitae.

 → The applicant contribution 
should be clearly identified if 

the paper is co-authored as the 
paper must represent the 

applicant’s work and not just 
part of a group effort.

 → All students presenting 
papers in the sessions E2.1 and 

E2.2 will compete in the student 
competition; students 

presenting in session E2.3 
compete for the Hans von 

Muldau Team Award.

The guidelines for the student 
competition will be distributed 
from the session chairs to the 

authors after abstract 
acceptance.

 → Category of nomination (Specify 
Category A or B)

→ A citation of the contribution to 
“3G” Diversity (one sentence);

 → A summary description of the 
organisation’s outstanding 

contribution in the respective (at 
least 2) diversity aspects 

(geography, generation and 
gender); eventual contributions to 
additional aspects of diversity shall 

also be mentioned and will be 
considered

-A citation of industry contribution to growth 
of global space industry

- Landmark achievements in innovative space 
technologies and missions Noteworthy 

accomplishments in successfully executing 
major space events

Space Education and Outreach Committee (SEOC)Honours and Awards Committee (HAC)
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