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81 countries represented at IAC 2018
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WELCOME MESSAGE

The 69th International Astronautical Congress was an impressive IAC that broke many records! It truly lived up to 
its motto #InvolvingEveryone by bringing together the record number of 6,548 delegates from 81 countries in 
Bremen. This year a special programme had been created for the public day, which saw more than 10,000 par-

ticipants that witnessed the exceptional live session with Alexander Gerst from the International Space Station (ISS). 

IAC 2018 proved to be the most intense yet, with a full-packed schedule for the whole five days. The Plenary 
Programme saw many interesting panels, including a Highlight Lecture on business opportunities in space by Tom 
Enders from Airbus and a Late Breaking News session on the space missions HAYABUSA2, MASCOT, MINERVA II. The 
Technical Programme received a record number of abstract submissions and authors from all over the world came to 
present their research in 179 Technical Sessions and in the Interactive Presentation Session. As part of the Technical 
Programme, the new format Special Sessions (SpS) was introduced for the first time. The IAF Global Networking 
Forum has grown in recent years and offered a record of 46 GNF Sessions on a variety of topics. 

In the IAF General Assembly, several important decisions were taken. Pascale Ehrenfreund, Chair of the DLR Executive 
Board, was elected as the new Incoming IAF President, and will be the first female president of the Federation. Her 
presidency will begin in October 2019. Additionally Paris, France was selected as Host City for IAC 2021. The Hosting 
Organization is the Centre National d’Études Spatiales (CNES), a member of IAF since 1981. 

I hope you will enjoy this booklet capturing all the main highlights of IAC 2018 in Bremen. The next IAC will be held 
in Washington D.C.  21-25 October 2019. I look forward to welcoming you @ll at IAC 2019! 

		   Jean-Yves Le Gall
		   President
	 	  International Astronautical Federation

IAC2018 IN NUMBERS

6,548 Delegates
81 Countries

23 % 77 %

MENWOMEN

50 % Below 35 years

5

7 Plenaries

3 Highlight Lectures

1 Late Breaking News

46 GNF Events

179 Technical Sessions

192 Exhibitors

12 Press Conferences

+2,000 Technical Papers

Numerous Networking & Social Events

400 Interactive Presentations

31 Special Sessions

2,500 Authors
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PRE-CONGRESS

•	 Space Generation Congress (SGC)
•	 IAF Bureau Meetings
•	 IAF Technical and Administrative 

Committee Meetings
•	 IPC General Meeting
•	 IAF Workshop supported by the UN

•	 IAF International Meeting for Members of Parliaments 
(MoP)

•	 Cross-Cultural Communications and Presentation 
Workshop

•	 IPMC Young Professionals Workshop
•	 Educators Professional Development Workshop
•	 IAA Academy Day
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IAC Hosts Summit
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MONDAY

O P E N I N G  C E R E M O N Y
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E X H I B I T I O N  O P E N I N G
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EUMETSAT Luncheon

M O N I TO R I N G  W EAT H E R  A N D 
C L I M AT E  F RO M  S PAC E
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IAF Global Networking Forum

G N F  O P E N I N G  DAY
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Technical Programme
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TUESDAY
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Industry Luncheon
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Highlight Lecture1

T H E  G ROW I N G  RO L E  O F  A RT I F I C A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E  I N  S PAC E  E X P LO R AT I O N
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IAF Global Networking Forum

G N F  I N D U S T RY  S T R EA M

G N F  S O C I E T Y  &  E D U C AT I O N  S T R EA M
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Technical Programme
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WEDNESDAY
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 IAF IDEA “3G” Diversity Luncheon & Afternoon
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Space is Big  -  Space is Public

PUBLIC DAY
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PUBLIC DAY

+10,000 Visitors
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PUBLIC DAY
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Highlight Lecture 2

G R AV I TAT I O N A L  WAV E  D E T EC T I O N  O N  G RO U N D  A N D  I N  S PAC E
-  The new window to the universe
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IAF Global Networking Forum G N F  D E V E LO P M E N T  S T R EA M

G N F  P U B L I C  S T R EA M



52 53

Technical Programme
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THURSDAY



56 57



58 59

H I G H L I G H T  L E C T U R E  3
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IAF Global Networking Forum

			   G N F  C H A L L E N G ES  S T R EA MG N F  F U T U R E  S T R EA M
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Technical Programme
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Technical Programme

I N T E R AC T I V E  P R ES E N TAT I O N S  CO M P E T I T I O N
Winners from left to right: Kristine Dannenberg  - SWEDEN, Martin Ristov  - CANADA, Yusuke Funakoshi  - JAPAN, 
Ahmed Kiyoshi Sugihara El Maghraby  - UNITED KINGDOM, Matteo Losacco  - ITALY
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FRIDAY
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IAF Global Networking Forum

G N F  E X P LO R AT I O N  S T R EA M
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Technical Programme
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Closing Ceremony
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IAF GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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•	 Call of Interest for the ATLANTIC International Satellite Launch Programme Press Conference
•	 LandSpace Technology Press Conference
•	 ESA Director General Press Conference 
•	 The Moon Race Announcement

•	 IAC 2018 Kick-off Press Conference
•	 Heads of Agencies Press Conference
•	 GLEC 2019 Press Conference

PRESS CONFERENCES
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Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Sponsors

IAF Alliance Programme Partners Media Partners

SOCIAL EVENTS
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International Astronautical Federation

Connecting @ll Space People

100 Avenue de Suffren 
75015 Paris, France
T: +33 (0)1 45 67 42 60
E: info@iafastro.org
www.iafastro.org

Be part of the conversation 

@iafastro

Printed on Recycled Paper

https://www.facebook.com/iafastro
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/79867/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iafastro/
https://www.youtube.com/user/iafastro/
https://www.instagram.com/iafastro/
https://twitter.com/iafastro

